ME 1065 — HW 6 Solutions
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5. There are lots of possible answers to this.

6. (a) In Pittsburgh/Allegheny County, 5% of houses have an elevated risk of lead poisoning; In
Houston/Harris County, 1% of houses have an elevated risk of lead poisoning. Pittsburgh has a
higher risk, possibly because it has a greater number of older homes, which were built when lead
was still a common building material.

(b) Pittsburgh/Allegheny County ranks among the cleanest 20% of all counties in the U.S. for
Superfund sites; Houston/Harris County ranks among the dirtier 30% of all counties in the U.S.
for Superfund sites. Houston is clearly worse in terms of Superfund sites. This is probably
because of the large presence of industries connected to petroleum extraction and processing.



